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II.    rasbxd ajo-daula
The Jews under the Il-Khans after Arghun
The accounts of the persecution of Jewry throughout the
Mongol Empire might Lead us to suppose that the Jewish
question had been radically settled once for all through brute
force, and that Jewish influence on public affairs was at an
end. But the historical reality was otherwise. To be sure,
the "Jewish domination.",1 as Wassaf calls it, was broken
and Jewry was flung into the lowest pit of depression. But
since the spiritual foundations of the Il-Tvhan rule remained
unchanged after Argfrftrrs death, the attitude toward the
Jews, once the storm had subsided, became normal again.
The tensity of the situation was undoubtedly reduced by
the successor of Arghun, Gaykhatu (1291/1295), whose first
step, after his accession to the throne, was the ordering of an
investigation so as to bring to justice those guilty of the
murder of Sa'd ad-Daula, and his adherents.2
Sa'd ad-Datilas the sources tell us, was succeeded by a
Muslim, Sadr ad-Din Ahmad ar-Razzaq, to whom was
transferred the direction, of affairs of state. He now became
viU^ O\£.^ i_>*-^.3 35 ut his first year of office proved him
incapable of maintaining the firmly established and truly
model financial administration of Saed ad-Daula. As a result
of the continuous decrease in revenue from taxes, he was
compelled in 693/ 1294 to take the step, remarkable enough
for that period of issuing paper money, the so-called " chao **
1 In the margin of the MS. o>fWa?saf which we have used there are phrases
such as J^ ^ JV^I, Jj^ cJ >> JjJ>-
s Howorth, History of tJie Mongols, iii, p. 36O. Gaykhatu himself was
present at the first session of" the Court. The verdict was that Tugharjar
and Kumjukbal vere responsible for the plot as being the originators.
But they were mildly treated and later pardoned.
3 Ibn cd-FuvDoti, p. 474.

